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A TRUE COPY OF A LETTER FROM DEwWAN BAHADUR

M. Krishnan Nair, B. A., B. L.,
(M. L. C)

(Ex~Dewan of Travancore.)

Palghat,
17-4-1923.

My Dear Padmanabha Pillai,

I acknowledge with thanks the receipt of a copy of your “SABDA-
THARAVALI" which you so kindly sent to me. '

I have gone through the book with some care. Itis a monumen-
tal work and will, [ venture to think, last so long as the Malayalam
language exists. It supplies a long-felt want. Itis not only a usefuj
Dictionary but a valuable commentary, in many instances, on Puranic
events and personages. The perseverance and industry which you
have brought to bear on the preparation of this remarkable work are
admirable. You have by the production of this book laid the whole of
the Malayalam speaking world under a deep debt of obligation to you.
ITam proud to think that Iwas of some service to you in the
preparation of this book.

Wishing you every succéss and with kindest regards.

I am,
Yours sincerely,
M. KRISHNAN NAIR.
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TRIVANDRUM DAILY NEWS.
WEDNESDAY APRIL }, 1983,
A Great Achievement.

Mr, G. Padmanabha Pillai of Srikanteswaram has completed in the
curront Malabar month his %“Satdatharavali”, Malayalam Dictionary,
a work which ho began in 1072,i e. 26 years ago, four years earlier than
was anticipated by His Highness the late Valiyakcil Thampuran, when
the first part of it was submitted to him for his opinion, He said
then that if in the way he gave it he could csmplete the work, the
latter would be a great acquisition to Malayalam language and that he
would render it all possible help and hoped it would not meet with the
fate of the English-Malayalam Dictionary begun by the author's kara-
navan, the late Mr. P. Govinda Pillay B. A,, Barvadhikariyakar. He
told him that only with extraordinary patience and attention he could
complete the work: The same advice was given and the same hope
expressed by the late Mr, A. R, Rajaraja Varma. He has been, besides
the help received from the valuable works of Gundert, Collins, Bailey
and Apte, reading all Malayalam works from Seelavathi to Bhagava-
tham, with the express object of acquiring a comprehensive vocabulary,
He has also not failed in getting expert advice from some of the lead-
ing Malayalsm Pandits of Korala. Its usefulness has been recorded by
the leading public organs of this country and also by some of its liter-
ary celebrities, one of whom, Mr. 8. Parameswara Iyer, referring to
this “gigantic work"® said that the author’s laudable efforts deserve due
encourasgement at the hands of the public. ¢Mr. Padmanabha Pillai
is one of the very few who have the qualifications to begjn a grest
work and to complete it. Thcugh in the words of our kawthdakan,
Mr. Padmanabha Pillai has already earned a name as an aathor and
publisher of several Malayalam books™, he will be best remembered by
the most important and latest of them, the Sabdatharavali. Mr,
Psdmupabha Pillai’s work makes it clear that success attends on those
who aim high and who works patiently and attentively for the attain-
ment of that aim and his life, that genius invariably has to taste the
cup of poverty which on that account becomes eacred, Just as Olloor
will in Mslayalam literatare be ever asecciated with Mr. Parameswara
Jyer, Sreekantaswaram will be with the lexicographer, Mr. Padmanabha
Pillai.  Several independent attempts were made during the interval
on this same line but not one of them was crowned with success. It
would have been wiser if they had co-operated with the one who has
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slready begun to work in the field. Had they done so, this -work
would have been far more than “a skeleton of a comprehensive Mala-
yalam Dictionary®. We do not require three Malayalam Dictionaries
or more for Kerala, One good Dictionary will be enough and that is to
be the joint product of the best scholars of this cosst. If this work
is-still regarded as a bare skeleton, we commend the idea of giving it
flesh and blood to the Kavithilakans and Sahityakusalans of Kerala,
without frittering away their energies on nonbenefizial literary
activities. Mr., Pillai's work is a grest achievement which will,
however humbly, add to the literary brilliance of His Highness the
present Maha Rajah’s reign. We congratulate Mr. “"admanabha Pillai
on his,great achisvement which will ever remain a monument of his
high aim, patient work. and unflagging industry and an inspiring
example to the young men of this country. We wish the author
strength and peace to continue his high literary labors for the good of
the land of his-birth and the developmeni of his mather tongue,

BEOM, VROEARAY.
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Camp- Trichur, Dated,

22nd July 1923,
My Dear Sir,

Your letter No. 85 dated the 21st Mithunam was received by
me some three days after its despatch, but the copy of the ‘Sabdatara-
vali’ advised in it reached me only three days ago, I am much obliged
to you for sending me the copy. I haveof course bad no time to go
through it except catsorily and must say from what I have seen of it
that as a first aitempt, it is a highly creditable production. You have
to remember that long accustomed to standard English Dictionaries my
ideals are rather high and in matters of definition I should naturally
expect greater breadth and perspicacity. Considering however the fact
that you had to practically work singlehanded your achievement is all
the mcre creditable to you and the indebtedness of the Malayalam
speaking community to you on that account is unquestionable.

Yours sincerely

P. Narayana Menon,
Dewan oy Cochin.
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I have gone through a few pages of “Sabdataravali”’ the new
Malayalam Dicticnary, now being published iz parts by Mr, Sreecan-
teswaram Q. Padmapabha Pillai, Mr. Padmanabha Pillai has aiready
earned a pawe as an author and publisher of several Malayalam books and

I am convicezd that he has taken considerable pains in the preparation
of the present publication, His laudable efforts in this direction cer-

tainly deserve due encouragement atthe hands of the public. I do nct
mean to say that the book does not stand in need of revicion here and
there; but that may well be done in a future edition. What is now
raquired is the skeleton of a comprehensive Malayualsm Dictionary and
I s glad to say that Mr. Padmanabba Pillai’s publicaticn iy valustle
as a skbleton and goes a long way towards satisfying a public demand.
I wish the enterprising author all success in his present gigantic task,

Trivandrum,
8. Parameswara Iyer, M, A,, B. L,, M P, A. &,
28-10-1918.
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Neyyattinkara,
Deay. Sir, 256—8—1094.

The 1st Vol. cf the cwagymimsuall sent by you, was duly
received. Kindly excuse the delay in acknowledging the same, I
wanted to write after using the book for tome refererces, A standard
Dictionary is a great desideratum at present for the Malayalam Lan-
guage. Your book promis:s to supply this want. Its vocabulary is
fuller, and explanations more elaborate and clearer than in other dic-
tionaries in the field: The Encyclopadic information and the apt and
interesting quotations interspersed with the explanations make ooca-



xii

sional references interesting, and the oppressive dryness in reading a
dictionary is little felt. The book when completed will meke an in=
valaable addition to all our Vernacalar Libraries. The book may belp
not only to elucidate the past and carrent literature, but it may alse
premote its growth in indirect ways, I think it wen't be an exaggeration
on my part to eay that the publication of the complete work may mark
the beginning of a nmew Epoch in the history of the Malayalam Langu—
age, like that of Dr. Johnson's was for the English Language.

It is renlly literary works of the kind you have undertaken
that deserve help from Gevernment., I hope you wi!l get it sooner or
later. I wish every Departmental echool in the State is supplied with a
copy of your book as early as possible., Teachers are at present greatly
handicapped in their work, owing to the want of a standard dictionary.
I heartily congratulate you on what you have already achieved, and I
pray to God to bless you with health and vigour to pursue your gigan-
tic task with enthusiasm, and crown you with complete suce2ss in your
noble and patriotic enterprise. Please enrol me also as a subscriber.

Yours sincerely,

P. Krishna Iyer.
Assistant Inspector , Dist, IV.

Neyyattinkara.
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We have great pleasure in acknowledging receipt of the first
two numbers of the *sSabdatharavali* by Mr, G. Tadmanabha Pillai
of Srikanteswaram. Mr. Pillay®s literary enterprises may not be well-
known, but they are admirable and worthy of all imitation. This
work he has begun shows the nature and spirit of his labours and we
most heartily wish him success in this praiseworthy and absolutely
essential enterprise, He deserves the encouragement of every oue iater-
ested in the development of the Malayalam language.
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